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Abstract

The aims of this research were: 1) to study the concepts of Buddhist ethics
in relations to death penalty; 2) to study the problematic conditions of the death
penalty; 3) to analyze the ethical concepts and the death penalty through the
qualitative research methodology and the gathered data were interpreted by means

of the descriptive analysis.
The research results were as follows:

1) Based on the study of the concepts of Buddhist ethics in relations to
the death penalty, it was suggested that Buddhist philosophy has its view that
intention is a conscience. The criteria for judging good relies on the five precepts and
the principles of kamma. Buddhist ethics is a rule for living together for the order and
peace of society. The death penalty is considered the highest penalty imposed by
the law to focus on the prisoners' lives as a legal process in which the government
punishes crimes against persons who commit crimes using various methods to
destroy life or to kill. It is to absolutely eliminate the perpetrator from society. The

methods of execution are differentiated according to the era.

2) The study of the problematic conditions of death penalty
suggested that Thailand is one of the countries that has used the death penalty
since ancient times to the present day. The death penalty is a punishment as the
law of the country. As for the punishment for monks who commit crimes in
Buddhism, it is called Buddha's command or discipline. The rules and regulations
that the Lord Buddha set have penalties based on the faults from the lightest to the
heaviest one, which is termination of monkhood.



3) In regards to the analysis of the ethical concepts and the death
penalty, it was found that the five precepts are the principles that the Lord Buddha
set as a basic ethical principle for peaceful coexistence. As for the death penalty,
Buddhism has an attitude that when a person has committed a serious violation of
the law of the country, a penalty should be considered for that person according to
that code, which is based on the principle of kamma in Buddhism. The death penalty
compared to the kamma principle is classified as a heavy unwholesome act.
Therefore, the person concerned with this matter should use the compassion
principles: physically loving kindness (metta-kaya-kamma), vocally loving kindness
(metta-vaciF-kamma) and mentally loving kindness (metta-mano-kamma) to those

who are punished by the death penalty.
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