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Abstract

This thematic paper entitled “A Comparison of Human Genesis Between
Buddhist and Obstetrical Views” has two objectives: 1) to study the concepts about
according Buddhism and obstetrics, and 2) to compare the concepts about human
genesis between Buddhist and Obstetrical views.

The results show that, according to the early age of Buddhism, the genesis
of humans was considered “Opapatika” (spontaneous creation), which currently has
no currently available tool to prove. Later on, the human genesis concept shifted to
Jalabuja (vivipary). The concepts of Buddhism and obstetrics in that it requires
pregnancy, during which a father cohabits and deposits sperms in a mother with a
mature egg. Obstetrical knowledge can clearly explain and expand this notion in the
Tipitaka and the Commentary. However, the Buddhist concept of Gandhabba, or the
entering of “consciousness” into the body, and the effects of Karma are not
mentioned or explained in obstetrics.

The delimitation of pregnancy timeline also differs. In obstetrics,
gestational age starts at the first day after the last menstruation, but the human fetal
age starts at the fertilization of egg and sperm. In Buddhism, human body starts being
alive at the embryo stage (Kalala), meaning that the embryo already has Gandhabba
(consciousness) in the mother’s womb. The pregnancy period in the canon is similar
to obstetrics at 9-10 lunar months.

The Comparisons of the issue of one-time, seven-day cohabitation of
mother and father and the meaning of “radu” (menstruation) in the Tipitaka and
Commentary can be explained as follows. In the Buddhist text, a father cohabits with
a mother during the time that she has “radu” in her uterus, and, seven days after

that, she is pregnant. This can be in obstetrical terms as follows. The father deposits



sperms during the ovulation leading to fertilization and subsequent development for
seven days before the embryo actually being implanted in the endometrium, which
marks the beginning of pregnancy. The mechanism is that the inner endometrium
(radu) starts to form during the ovulation and continue to develop for 7 days after
the release of the egg to prepare for a possible fertilization, subsequent cleavage to
blastocyst seven days afterwards. At this point, the blastocyst is implanted in the
endometrium, during which a small amount of bleeding (implantation bleeding) may
occur and the pregnancy can continue. However, if there is too much implantation
bleeding, the blastocyst cannot be implanted on the endometrium and the
pregnancy will be terminated. The issues of ten colors of sperms as an indicator of
human health and Gandhabba are not studied in obstetrics.

For the interpretation of human genesis at the embryo stage, Kalala is the
embryo during the implantation stage, because, without implantation in the uterus, a
human cannot be formed, regardless of the method of fertilizations (in vivo, in vitro,
and cloning). This is consistent with the Buddhist concept of Jalabuja. The other
reason is the shape of kalala which looks like a clear drop of water attached to the
endometrium, similar to blastocyst. Kalala cannot be a zygote, because a zygote has
a solid, spherical shape. Similar to plant zygote, a human zygote can undergo cell
divisions using its own energy without requiring Gandhabba.

The obstetrical explanation of human genesis serves to answer to
academic curiosity and bring about technology to help enhance lives of people. The
Buddhist aim to create changes in the mind. The Buddhist consideration of human
genesis allows us to see this process as part of forever-going Vatta (life cycle),

leading us to consider adopting Buddha’s teaching to be liberated from this cycle.
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“ Brand X Pictures and Getty Images, This illustration shows in vitro fertilization, in
which a single sperm is injected into the cytoplasm of an egg, [Online], Retrieved from: http://
www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/freeze-eggs/ [2 May 2017].

e AudSnwgiunseniandy, nsawdendsauritadaelunisileda, [eoulal], unaad
U7 http://www.jetanin.com/th/service/technology detail/21 [b #.A. b&ool.


http://www.pbs.org/new%20shour/updates/freeze-eggs/
http://www.pbs.org/new%20shour/updates/freeze-eggs/
http://www.jetanin.com/th/service/technology_detail/21

ne

wadlioonreu wihwadlufldinadealminnsaddunuuudatu dilunsedudelai
wazideslunumeiies suduiseusrorumalndadudFadnesooutu Tdlulunngnues
fudefifinisiaigyuondoylnsaungnniouiasisnsss enaonoonunvililiuyudid
U9 nihen dnwaznisuen willeurunyusiiludiveawadifufouynusens uasdl
wugnssuwvieuivayuwdiduiwoseadifunnusznns dudrvensadidumandsiayls
uywdlidumands dndvesuywddumaneazliuyudlnddumane wilsududnves
wadAnynusznns mslaauldvhiufianuiuansdud d3end1 mawsdsaidods Tud
. oene MiinsTaauiedn idegndsundifantausn Tnevifuune wasuns wnedausn
flganmslaauieidedn “poad” nslrauiefudussloniis fumanmaunmg nsmaaes
MeInerenans nsfnwiug dunisineesnssy > fedumniafiannudilalunis
WiyduTndusuveayed Armdhannuinle dumneisenuannsolunisenssfuguninliy
At lidnesdudeuviondsnisiie 114{]aaﬁuﬁé’ﬂlﬁﬁmimﬂﬂauﬁﬂ (cloning) uuws‘hﬁmﬁu
ogadunians eshetlymmissnueiesssuvililudlagiunaneuss ZLNADDNNY MUY

“shunslaauil (cloning) si1wd” fdefinmFoanslaauiievuniuisuiieuiunouns
WS tusndunsdvintu Lwaimmwmmmmmauu,aummLLmﬂmaﬁuaqmimLumwwsﬂma
QUPIS PRI

—  Egg

Meiosis cell \
Fertilization
Sperm
'__, erm sﬁ\ L
Meiosis

Fertilized embryo
with combined
genetics of
parents

Single-cell 3-day
Embryo Embryo

Cloned embryo

Egg 5 1..'.& z
/ , genetically
cell identical
Remove egg Insert donor 1dentica
nuclear material nuclear to donor

material

7
)

isolate donor
Donor cell nuclear material

Al ol MWSBUigUNMITATIBTaaAgauNYudlagIssITuYIALasnIslAaY
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o Human cloning and Stem cell diagram, [Online], Retrieved from: https://8piferl.
weebly.com/cool-facts.html [3 July 2017].

o University of Bath, “Scientists make viable embryos from non - egg cells”,
[Online], Retrieved from: http://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/scientists-make-viable-embryos-
from-non-egg-cells/ [20 October 2017].

* Toru Suzuki, et al, (13 September 2016) “Mice produced by mitotic reprogramming
of sperm injected into haploid parthenogenotes”, Nature Communications, [Online], Article
number: 12676, Retrieved from: https://www.Nature.com/articles/ncomms12676 [1 May 2017].
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> James Gallagher, Making babies without eggs may be possible - say scientists,
[Online]. Retrieved from: http://www.bbc.com/news/health-37337215 [3 July 2017].

" uwlau1a1n “Future without women? ‘Pseudo-embryos’ could one day replace eggs
in baby making process”.

> Toru Suzuki, et al, (13 September 2016) “Mice produced by mitotic reprogramming
of sperm injected into haploid parthenogenotes: Development in vitro following phlCSI-13,
figures)”, Nature Communications, [Online], Article number: 12676, Retrieved from: https://www.

nature.com/articles/ncomms12676/figures/1 [1 May 2017].
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. Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, “Uterus Transplant”, [Online].
Retrieved from: http://sahlgrenska.gu.se/english/research/uterus [1 October 20171].

e Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, “Eight children born after
transplants”, [Online], Retrieved from: http://sahlgrenska.cu.se/english/research/news-eve
nts/news-article//eight-children-born-after-uterus-transplants.cid1516702 [1 October 20171].

e Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, “First child born following a
uterus transplant”, [Online], Retrieved from: http://sahlgrenska.gu.se/english/research/uterus/
first-child-born [1 October 2017].

" Division of Perceptual Studies, University of Virginia School of Medicine, Founder:
Dr. lan Stevenson, [Online]. Retrieved from: https://med.virginia.edu/perceptual-studies/who-we-
are/dr-ian-stevenson/ [1 May 2017].
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Press of Virginia. 1974.
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